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SHORT EXPLANATION X. 


O F | 
Some of the principal Things 


CONTAINED IN 


The REVELATION of St. JoRx. 


Shewing, from the XIth Chapter, that the 


Fall of the Tenth Part of Turkey, by 
the oppreſſed Witnefles of Chriſt, is be- 


gun, under the Protection of the Empreſs 
of Ruſſia. | 


All Things being now ripe for the Fall of Popery, the 


Appearance of ſome powerful inſpired Perſon is 
ſhewn to be ſpeedily expected, to reform the Pro- 
teſtant Church to the primitive Purity; which, ac- 
cording to the XIVth Chapter, and other Places, is 
to be propagated amongſt the Romaniſts, and ſup- 
ported by Wars till they are united in the ſame Faith, 
and in a Religious War againſt the Turks ; which 
is to commence quickly after the Fall of the Tenth 
Part of Turkey by the Witneſſes, and be carried on 
by the Chriſtian Powers, till it terminates in the De- 
ſtruction of the Mahometan Anti-Chriſt, and in the 


Reſtoration of the Jews in the MILLENNIUM, 
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ASHORT — dec. 


Dc TH OUT making any pre- 
<p Af face or apology, I ſhall come 
47 directly to the point, and 
begin with obſerving, that 


See there is a great dependance 


between the preſent riſing of the oppreſſed 
'Witnefles of Chriſt in Turkey, and the 


ſubſequent events in the title- page; there- 
fore we 1hall ſhortly find, that the 


preſent war between the Ruſſians, Turks, 
and the Confederates in Poland, will 


not only tend to the fall of the tenth 
-part of Turkey by the Witnefles and the 
Ruſſians, but lead, with other concurring 
circumſtances, to a general war; and from 
' thence to the manifeſtation of the power- 


ful inſpired perſon, the reformation of the 
church, the fall of popery, and the Otto- 


man empire, &c.. as mentioned in the title. 


B This 


LAY 

This war, I ſay, began as if it would 
terminate in the deliverance of the op- 
preſſed; for it was occaſioned by the Ruſ- 
ſians ſupporting the Diſſidents in their 
privileges, particularly the Greeks in Po- 
land, againſt the incroachments of the 
Romaniſts. The great advantage gained 
by the Empreſs over her enemies, will 
furthermore naturally incline the Greeks, 
and other Chriſtians, to riſe in Turkey 
under her protection; and, for the accom- 
pliſhment of this, ſhe has ſent them aſſiſt- 
ance into Georgia, Albania, and other 
places, where they abound: and, as the 
Turkiſh empire is circumſtanced, we ſhall 
in the end ſee that the victories of the 
Ruſſians, and the Witneſſes, will compel 
them to give up what is called, c. xi. 13. 
the tenth part of it to them. 
There are ſeveral deſcriptions of the fall 
of the Ottoman empire, and of the eſtab · 
liſhment of Chriſt's kingdom following 
it: but, to lead you through a long ſeries 


of events, to the commencement of it by 


the Witneſles, in the, 13th chapter of the 
Revelation, I mult tell You, that, after the 
Enemies of the church in the Roman em- 
pire, 
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pire, that conſtitute the reigning power of 
the beaſt, are all imtxodneads _ ſix of the 
| ſeven 


A beaſt denotes an empire, as Daniel's viſion of 
his four beaſts fufficiently ſhews ; therefore Mahomet, 
and the Turks, in the 14th chapter of the Revelation, 
and other places, are both deſcribed: under: that cha- 
racter. The Roman empire is by St. John, in allu- 
ſion to Daniel, repreſented in the x7th chapter, thro 
its whole extent and duration, under the figure of a 
beaſt with ſeven heads and ten horns. 
This beaſt, or empire, is alſo denoted by a dragon 
with ſeven heads and ten horns, c. xii. 13. This 
dragon, in the gth verſe of the ſame chapter, is called 
the Old Serpent, the Devil ; the Devil therefore is the 
inviſible head of this empire, denated by the beaſt. 
Five of his heads, or forms of government, we are 
told by the Angel, c. xvii. 10. were fallen; his fixth 
then in being, in S:, John's time, was the Pagin em- 
pire qverthrown by Conſtantine early in the } fourth 
century, as repreſented by the fixth ſeal in chap, vi. 
12. The wars and judgments on the Roman empire 
are afterwards, in the Sth chapter, diſtinguiſfied by 
the ſounding of ſeven trumpets by ſeven Angels: the 
four firſt foreſhewed the diviſion of it, by the Goths, 
Vandals, &c. into many independent Kingdoms, re- 
preſented by the ten horns of the beaſt; and as greater 
judgments were to be inflited upon the earth by the 
three followipg trumpets, each of them are called woes. 
The fifth trumpet, and firſt woe, c. ix. 1, 2, &c. in- 
troduced Mahomet, the ſeventh head of the beaſt ; 
and the ſixth trumpet and ſecond woe, the Turks; 
| B 2 but, 
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ſeven trumpets in the 8th and ꝙth chap- 
ters; their fall in their ſucceſſors, particu- 
larly by the ſeventh trumpet, is deſcribed 
in the 1oth; and as this finiſhes the book 
of predictions, ſealed with ſeven ſeals, that 
our Lord received from his father, c. v. 7. 
St. John, in the laſt verſe of the 10th 
chapter, is ordered to propheſy again. Ac- 
cordingly, the propheſy begins again, in 
the following chapter, with the Pagan em- 
pire, the ſixth head of the beaſt; and from 
that power paſſes on to his ſeventh head, 
Mahomet, comprehending the Turk his 
ſucceſſor, as will appear from the follow- 
ing contents ſufficiently to bring me to the 
preſent war between the Ruſſians and the 
Turks. -In c. xi. 2. the holy city is gi- 
ven to the Gentiles, to be trodden under 
foot for forty and two months. In the 
3d verſe, the two Witneſſes of Chriſt are 


but, as Mahomet and the Turks are the ſame in re- 
ligion and tyranny, there is but ſeven heads ſeen on 
the beaſt; yet, to diſtinguiſh the change of people, 
it is evident from c. xvii. 11. that the Turks are re- 
preſented as an eighth head of the beaſt or devil; 
thereſore it is ſaid, that even he, the prince of darkneſs, 
reigning in the Turks, is the eigbib, and is of the ſeven, 
and gaeth into perdition. ' 

* {aid 


& % 
ſaid * to propheſy in ſackcloth 1260 days 
againſt the above Gentile empire: during 
this period, God's judgments upon their 
enemies are, in the 5th and 6th verſes, de- 
ſcribed under the ſame 1 images and expreſ- 
ſions as thoſe formerly wrought by Moſes 
and Aaron, Elijah and Eliſha, in ſapport 
of the truth. After the Witnefles have 
finiſhed their teſtimony of 1260 days 
againſt the Pagan empire, the ſixth head of 
the beaſt, and overcome it in the perſon 
of Conſtantine, it is ſaid in the 7th and 
8h verſes, that he beaft (Mahomet) bt 
aſcendetb out of the bottomleſs pit (c. ix. 1, 2, 
&c.) ſhall make war againſt them, and ſhall 
overcome them, and kill them; and their dead 
Bodies all lie in the ſtreet of the great city, 
(i. e. in Rome, or the Roman empire) 
which ſpiritually is called Sodom and Egypt, 


Aus The * was our ſchool - maſter to bring us to 

Chriſt, Gal, ini. 24. and we are the children of the 
prophets, and of the coyenant which God made with 
Abraham, Acts iii. 25. Therefore all true believers 
may be called his two witneſſes, or his two prophets, 
from the law and the prophets { they may alſo be ſo ſtiled 
from the two ſorts of goſpel. churches, one of which 
was compoſed of the Jews, the other of the Gentile 
converts, to the Chriſtian ſaith, 


Where 
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where alſo our Lord was crucified (Jeruſa- 
lem and the whole of the Eaſtern empire 
being within its limits), ver. 9. Aud they 
of the people, and kindreds, and tongues, ſball 
fee their dead bodies three days and a half, 
and ſhall not ſuffer their dead bodies to be put 
in graves, 10. And they that dwell upon 
the earth ſhall rejoice over them, and make 
merry, and ſball ſend gifts one to another, 
becauſe theſe two prophets tormented them 
that dwelt on the earth. | 11. And after 
three days and an half, the Spirit of Life 
from God entered into them; and they flood 
upon their feet, and great fear fell upon them 
which ſaw them. 12. And they. heard a 
great voice from heaven, ſaying unto them, 
Come up hither ; and they aſcended up to hea- 
ven in a cloud, and their enemies beheld them. 
There 1s no doubt of the Gentiles and the 
Mahometans being the powers here men- 
tioned, but the difficulty lies in explaining 
the days, months, and years, alloted them 
to perſecute and overcome the Witneſſes; 
yet, if the reader will have patience with 
me for two or three pages, I truſt I ſhall 
account for theſe numbers, and others in 
the Revelations and Daniel, in ſucha man- 

ner, 
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ner, as will plainly prove that no calcula- 
tion of the reſurrection of the Witneſles, 
or of the reign of the Mahometans, or any 
other preceding power, was ever intended 
to be made from them; conſequently the 
reſurrection of the Witneſſes, and the ac- 
compliſhment of the ſubſequent events de- 
{ſcribed under the ſame numbers, can only 
be judged of from the ſigns of the times, as 
will be ſeen in the ſequel. 

Many witnefles of Chriſt have been 
overcome and killed by the Saracens, 
under Mahomet and his ſucceſſors, both 
in a natural and political ſenſe, and the 
inhumanity and rejoicing over them for 
three days and a half that they lye as 
dead, is agreed to ſignify three years and 
2 half; which, when reſolved into days, 
makes 1260 days or forty and two months; 
ſo that the time of forty and two months, 
or three years and a half, allotted to the 
Gentiles to tread down the holy city of 
| Jeruſalem in the 2d and 3d verſes, and 

the time allotted to the Mahometans to 
afflict the Chriſtian witneſſes, are the ſame 
in the myſtical numbers, though the op- 
preſſive reign of the latter is above three 


times 
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times as long as the former. In chap. 
* 6. Chriſt's ſpouſe, the cliurch, in 

the Diocleſian perſecution, is ſaid to fly 
— the wilderneſs for 1260 days; in ver. 
14 ſhe again, during the Arian perſecu- 
tion, flies into it for a time, times, and 
half a time, . e. for three ſeaſons and a 
Halt, or in other words for three years 
and a half: hence we ſee the numbers in 
the Revelation, computed by. days, months, 
and years, are all equal to three years and 
a half, and that they are applied to ſhort 
perſecutions and deliverances as well as 
long ones. The numbers ſeven and ten are 
often put in ſcripture for many in general, 
and prophetick numbers do not always ex- 
preſs a determinate duration, or {pace of 
time, any more than the typical ſojourning 
of the Iſraelites in the wildernets for 40 
years determines the ſpace of our pilgrim- 
age through this world to the heavenly 
Canaan. But, to.come to the meaning of 
theſe three ycars and a half, let it be ob- 
ſerved that they make the exact time of 
all the indignities that Chriſt ſuffered 
from his manifeſtation to the world to his 
| dcath; they therefore are become appli- 
2 cable 
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cable to the Chriſtian warfare under all 
oppreſſive powers of unequal duration, 
from the death of Chriſt till his coming 
again to put an end to the warfare of three 
years and a half by the deſtruction of the 
Mahometan, Anti-Chriſt, Our Lord's 
witnefles for inſtance, 1n conformity to 
his painful and laborious miniſtry, ante- 
cedent to his ſufferings, are ſaid to pro- 
. phecy in ſackcloth againſt the Gentiles 
for three years and a half, or for 1260 
days, according to ancient calculation of 
360 days to a year. After they have finiſh- 
ed their warfare and teſtimony againſt the 
Gentiles, and are delivered out of their 
hands by Conſtantine, the warfare of three 
years and a half upon the riſe of Mahomet 
out of the bottomleſs pit, c. ix. 1, 2, &c. 
begins again; therefore power 1s given 
him in his ſucceſiors to continue forty and 
two months, Rev. xiii. 5. Theſe forty 
and two months are equal to three years 
and a half, and are called by Daniel, 
C. Vit. 25. @ time, times, and the dividing 
of times. At the expiration of this myſ- 
tical period of the Chriſtian warfare, 
known only to God, Mahomet, in his 

C ſucceſſor 
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fucceſſor the Turk, is deſtroyed; theres 
fore it is ſaid, in the following 26th verſe, 
that the judgment ſhall fit, and they ſhall 
take away his dominion, to conſume and to 
deſtroy it unto the end. And the kingdom and 
dominion, and the greatneſs of the kingdom 
under the whole heaven, ſball be given to the 
people of the faints of the Moſt High. 

This is the ſtate of the afflictions of the 
church, from the death of Chriſt, till his 
coming again to deſtroy his enemies, and 
eſtabliſh his kingdom on earth: but here, 
after the Witneſſes of Chriſt have finiſhed 
their warfare of three years and a half 
againſt the Gentiles, as Chriſt had done 
before, they are repreſented in the 7th and 
8th verſes as killed by their enemies, the 
Mahometans, as our Lord was by his; 
therefore, to carry on the ſimilitude of his 
death, reſurrection and aſcenfion, the dead 
bodies of his Witnefles are ſaid to lie in 
the ſtreet of the great city for three days 
and a half; but, at the expiration of that 
time, they riſe as 1t were from the dead, 
and are called up into heaven. 

I have before obſerved, that the Wit- 


neſſes are overcome and ſlain, partly in a 
| natural 
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natural ſenſe, and partly in a political one; 


in the political ſenſe they are ſtripped of all 
authority, and lie in a dead, inactive ſtate, 
for three years and a half, under the Ma- 


hometan power. This period of their 


warfare, we ſce in the gth verſe, is reduced 
to three prophetical days and a half, be- 
cauſe dead bodies will lie no longer un- 


corrupted; but, at the ſame time, it muſt 


be obſerved, that it brings it as near as 
the alluſion will allow, to the time that 
our Saviour lay under the power of death, 
which was for a part of three days before 
his reſurrection into glory: and the reaſon 


why his witneſſes, © politically flain, lie 
longer dead in the ſtreet of the great city 


of the Roman empire, than our Lord did 
in the grave, for half a day at leaſt, is to 
bring the three prophetical days and a half 
to correſpond with the whole of their war- 


fare of three years and a half under the 
Mahometan power, denoted by forty and 
two months, (e. xiii. 5.) before they riſe as 


it were from the dead, and are called into 
heaven. Now, as there is no real reſur- 


rection prior to the final one, this can only 
be a figurative reſurrection of the ſucceſ- 


2 ſors 
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ſors of the ſlain Witneſſes, who riſe out 
of oppreſſion, into the political heavens of 
a part of the Ottoman empire, as will be 
{cen preſently; and is, without doubt, of 
the ſame nature with that further allega- 
rical one of the martyrs (c. xx. 4.) to a 
kingdom on earth, after the bondage of 
Satan, and the judgment of the Maho- 
metan Anti-Chriſt, Then, upon this great 
deliverance of the faithful, the three years 
and a half of his power and continuance 
will receive their full completion; and 
till then, the reſurrection of the Witneſſes 
out of oppreſſion, may have different years 
of accompliſhment in Turkey, as oppar- 
tunity offers them to join the Chriſtian 
princes, But here the fylneſs of time has 
led me beyond my mark, and I muſt re- 
turn back, to ſhew how the Witneſſes, after 
they, in the 11th verſe, are riſen as it were 
from the dead, into an army, are, accord- 
ing to the 12th verſe, to be exalted into 
the heavens of the Ottoman empire, which 
you will ſee, by what follows, is to be ef- 
tected by a great overthrow, ver. 13. And 
the ſame hour there was a great earthquake, 
ang the tenth part of the city fell, and in tbe 
52 eart 2 
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earthquake were flain of men ſeven thouſand, 


and the remnant were affrighted, and gave 
glory to the God of heaven. The manner 
of atchieving the victory by which the 
Witnefles are exalted into power, 1s here 
aſcribed to an earthquake, changes in go- 
vernment being frequently repreſented un- 
der that ſymbol; and by the fall of the 
tenth part of the city, 1. e. by the fall of 
ſome conſiderable provinces in Turkey, 
and when in the earthquake were ſlain of 
men ſeven thouſand, this is a certain num- 
ber, put for an uncertain great one, and the 
remnant were affrighted, and gave glory to 
God. Here the ſubjects belonging to the 
conquered provinces are reduced to a rem 
nant, and this evinces that there will be a 
great ſlaughter amongſt them, and that it 
will have a good effect upon thoſe that have 
eſcaped the hour of vengeance; for their 
giving glory to God implies, that they will 
turn from their falſe prophet, Mahomet. 
The Greek religion is generally profeſ- 
ſed in Turkey; and their riſing, with other 
Chriſtians, out of oppreſſion, through the 
Empreſs of Ruſſia, will, I conceive, turn 


out to be the reſurrection of the Witneſſes, 


1 and 


1 14 )) 

and ſhew us, though the Greeks in the 
Ottoman empire are ignorant Chriſtians, 
that our Lord has, ever fince the riſe of 
Mahomet, had his Witneſſes to bear teſti- 
mony againſt his impious religion in the 
Eaſt, Sir Paul Rycaut, on the Ottoman 
Empire, oblerves, p. 94, that the Greeks 
are inclined to the Muſcovite beyond any 
other prince, as being of their rites and 
religion; from whom, according to antient 
_ prophecies and modern predictions, they 
expect delivery, and freedom to their 
church. Theſe prophecies are believed 
by the Turks, and are extended by them 
to the intire conqueſt of their empire by 
the Ruſhans ; therefore their timidity and 
deſertion in the laſt ſummer's campaign 

may, in ſome meaſure, be owing to it. 
It our accounts are true, the Ruſſians 
have ſince delivered the Greeks in Mol- 
davia and Walakhia, from under the ty- 
ranny of the Turks; and cauſed a conſi- 
derable revolt in Georgia, and a freſh in- 
ſurrection of the Greek Witneſſes among 
the Montenegrins in Albania, which, in 
all probability, will ſpeedily extend into 
Ercece, the Morea, and other places where 
they 
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they abound, while the Georgians are 
ſubjecting provinces bordering upon them: 
and, though the progreſs of the Ruſſians 
may be ſtopped by the increafing flames 
of war, and prevent their conquering the 
capitol, and what 1s hereafter allotted for 
other powers to fubdue ; yet, as this is the 
appointed time for the deliverance of the 
Witneſſes, it will not hinder, but rather 
forward, the accompliſhing only the fall 
of the tenth part of Turkey at preſent, 
which we muſt ſuppoſe will be ceded to 
them and the Ruſſians. 

The Witneſſes of Chriſt againſt the 
Pagan empire overcame their enemies in 
the perſon of Conſtantine, and now they 
will clip the wings of the Ottoman em- 
pire, through the Empreſs of Ruſſia; and 
the tenth part that is to be clipped, muſt 
bear ſome proportion to the whole; but it 
is better to leave it to time to deſcribe the 
bounds, than to form any uncertain con- 
jectures about it. 

When this event of the Witneſſes is ef- 
fected, it is ſaid, ver. 14. the ſecond woe 15 
paſt, and behold the third woe cometh quickly. 
The ſeveral ſteps taken by the Empreſs of 
Ruſſia, 


(6) 

Ruſſia, that have, and will yet lead to the 
reſurrection of the Witneſſes in Turkey, 
and to the finiſhing the above ſixth trum- 
pet and ſecond woe, are material circum- 
ſtances to be known to all Chriſtendom, 
eſpecially as they are to be followed by 
the final deſtruction of the Ottoman em- 
pire, and the converſion of the world, de- 
noted by the ſeventh trumpet or third woe, 
which you ſee above 1s ſaid to come quickly 
after the victory of the Witneſſes, and is 
as follows, ver, 15. And the ſeventh Angel 
founded, and there were great voices in hea- 
ven, ſaying, The kingdoms of this world are 
become the kingdoms of our Lord, and of his 
Chriſt, and he ſhall reign for ever and ever. 
In order to lead you more fully to this ſe- 
venth trumpet, I muſt again obſerve, that 
the preſent war between the Ruſſians and 
the Turks will be made ſubſervient to 
the exaltation of the Witneſſes in the 
Eaſt, as well as the approaching general 
one to the accompliſhment of other events 
at the ſame time in the Welt. 

Theſe increaſing ruptures, upon various 
pretences, will, I ſay, unknown to the bel- 
ligerant powers, lead in particular to the 

| mani- 
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manifeſtation of ſome inſpired perſon, di- 
ſtinguiſhed in ſcripture under the name of 
Elias, as will appear hereafter. This 
perſon, you will find from the 14th chap- 
ter, is, at the appointed time for the fall 
of Popery, to reſtore the divided Pro- 
teſtant church to the primitive purity, and 
convert the Romaniſts to it during the 
wars of the Witneſſes, aud after it, before 
the ſeventh trumpet begins to ſound. 
Agreeable to this, we now ſee, that moſt 
of the Romiſh powers are ripe for a refor- 
mation; but as this reſormation is not to 
be effected by Ellas, without force of arms, 
the war between Chriſt's members and 
the zealous advocates for the Papacy, is 
(ch. xvi. 14.) deſcribed under the charac- 
ter of the ten horns, i. e. of the beaſt making 
war with the lamb, and his cuvercomimg them, 
for be is Lord of Lords, &c. The mem- 
bers of the church of Rome, under the 
name of the horns, their ſovereigns, be- 
ing thus overcome by the preaching of 
the goſpel in its genuine purity, and by 
wars, an union of the Chriſtian powers 
enſues; therefore it is after ſaid of the 
horns, (ch. xvii. * that they ſhall hate 

the 
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the Whore, 1. e. the Turkith Babylon, and 
make her deſolate and naked, and ſhall eat her 
fleſh, and burn her with fire. Here we ſee 
that the Romaniſts, after they are con- 
verted, are to be greatly concerned in 
conquering the Ottoman Empire; though 
ſome of them, at preſent, are in alliance 
with the Turks; and, it muſt be ſuppoſed, 
that the preſent Proteſtant Powers will 
alſo, when reformed by Elias, have a ſhare 
in this great event. For this end, the ſe- 
venth trumpet ſounds, quickly after the 
fall of the tenth part of Turkey by the 
Witneſſes, to ſummon the Chriſtian pow- 
ers againit the common enemy, in order 
to accompliſh their ruin, which, you will 
ſee from other parallel places, terminates 
in the deſtruction of the Mahometan Anti- 
Chriſt by fire, at the coming of our Lord. 
And as he afterwards crects his kingdom 
on the ruins of the Mahometan nations, 
and upon God's manifeſt judgment on 
them at the finiſhing the ſeventh trumpet, 
The kingdoms of this world are ſaid: to be 
become the kingdoms of our Lord, and of bis 
Chriſt, and he ſhall reign for ever and ever; 

this 
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this happy ſtate being a type of the ever- 
laſting reign in heaven. 

Daniel, ch. vii. 11, in his viſion of the 
judgment of the ſame power by fire, de- 
ſcribes the Se (Mahomet, in his image 
the Turk) as lain, and gi ven to the burning 
flames ; and, in the 26th and 27th verſes, 
it further appears by this judgment and de- 
ſtruction of him, that the kingdom of 
Chriſt follows it as it doth the ſeventh 
trumpet ; therefore it is ſaid, that he 
kingdom and dominion, and the greatneſs of 
the kingdom under the whole heavens, ſhall 
be given to the ſaints of the Mot High, 
whoſe kingdom is an everlaſting kingdom, and 
all dominions ſhall ſerve and obey him. The 
wars of the Chriſtian kings againſt the 
Turks, denoted by the ſeventh trumpet, 
are (ch. xv1,) particularized by the ſeven 
laſt plagues, or vials of God's wrath, and 
terminate in the ſame judgment and exal- 
tation of the kingdom of Chriſt ; for, after 
the Ottoman empire in Europe, Aſia, and 
Africa, is reduced by the fix firſt vials, 
or ſooner, to ſuch a low ſtate as to alarm 
Perſia, and the other Mahometan em- 
pires and kingdoms, St. John, in his in- 
| D 2 troduction 
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troduction to the ſeventh vial (ch. xvi. 
13, 14.) beholds three unclean ſpirits, like 
Frogs, come out of the mouth of the dragon, 
and out of the mouth of the beaſt, and out of 
the mouth of the falſe prophet; for they are 
the ſpirits of devils working miracles, which 
go forth unto the kings of the earth, and the 
zwhole World, to gather them to the battle of 

the great day of Ged Almighty. 
Theſe three unclean ſpirits come out of 
the mouth of one of the beaſts, which re- 
_ preſents the great Turk; for the other 
two, Satan and Mahomet, the falſe pro- 
phet, by his diabolical law, do now reign 
in the beaſt the Grand Signior, and ſignify 
that he will give orders to his ambaſtadors 
to go unto the other independent Maho- 
metan kings of the earth, to excite them 
to join his forces under the banner of Ma- 
10met againſt the Chriſtians, now be- 
come fornndable to all of them; and, as 
this confederate army of the kings of the 
earth are to be deſtroyed by the Captain of 
our ſalvation, they are ſaid to be gathered 
to the battle of the great day. This 
battle between the Chriſtians and the Ma- 
metans is (ch. xix. 11, 12, &c.) to the end 


of 
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of the chapter, repreſented under the em- 
blem of one between Chriſt and his army 
of angels, and the beaſt, and the kings of 
the earth and their armies, gathered toge- 
ther againſt him; when the beaſt, the 
Grand Signior, zs taten, and in him 7Zhe 
falſe prophet Mahomet. Theſe both, for a 
more exemplary puniſhment, are deſcribed 
as caſt into the lake of fire burning with 
brimſtone; and the remnant were flain with 
the feord of him that fat upon the horſe, 
which ſwrd proceeded out of his mouth; and 
all the fow!ls were filled with their fleſh. Our 
Lord is (ch. xvi. 15.) deſcribed as coming 
ſuddenly as a thicf upon this army, and 
probably at a time of great need, when 
they are drawn up in battle againſt the 
Chriſtians ; and as he will at this time 
come 1n the clouds of heaven, the ſeventh 
vial, in the 17th verſe, is ſaid to be poured 
out into the air, 1. e. to the deſtruction of 
this army, and the final overthrow of Ba- 
bylon. The ſame deciſive ſtroke is 
(ch. xv. 1, 2, 3, 4.) in the preface to the 
{even laſt plagues, or vials of God's wrath, 
compared to Pharaoh's overthrow in the 
Red Sea; and as God is pleaſed to give 
his 
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his faithful ſoldiers a ſhare in this judg- 
ment and victory, St. John, in a viſion of 
the adoration of the conquerors, deſcribes 
it as follows: I /aw as it were @ ſea of glaſs 
mingled withfire; i. e. the laver of regene- 
ration mingled with the fire of the Holy 
Ghoſt; and them that had gotten the vic- 
tory over the beaſt, Mahomet, and over his 
image, the Turk, and over his mark, the 
ſigns of his religion, and over the number 
of his name, the Mahometan Hegira, ftand 
on the ſea of glaſs, having the harps of God, 
and they ſang the ſong of Moſes, the ſervant 
of God, and the ſong of the Lamb, ſaying, 
Great and marvellous are thy works, Lord 
God Almighty! juſt and true are thy ways, 
thou King of faints! Who ſball not fear 
thee, O Lord, and glorify thy name? for 
thou only art holy; for all nations ſhall come 
and worſhip before thee; for thy judgments 
are made manifeſt. 

The many repreſentations of this . 
event in the Revelations, are chiefly de- 
ſigned to caſt light upon the prophets, who 
had before ſpoken of this great day, and of 
the converſion of the nations after it, un- 
der various figures; and without going any 

further, 


623 
further, it plainly appears from what has 
been ſaid, that the fulneſs of the Gentiles, 
and the reſtoration of the Jews, follows 
the judgment of the Mahometan Anti- 
Chriſt, and the fall of Babylon at the 
coming of our Lord, which now draweth 
nigh. This coming of our Lord to de- 
{troy Anti-Chriſt, and to eſtabliſh his 
kingdom on earth, may ſeem to contradict 
many places in the New Teſtament, which 
teach that our Lord will, at that great day, 
agreeable to our Creeds, judge the quick 
and the dead at the end of the world. 
There 1s but one great day, and one more 
appearance of Chriſt, ſpoken of by any of 
the ſacred penmen, except St. John; and ge- 
nerally at that day, all that love his appear- 
ance, are deſcribed as receiving a crown of 
righteouſneſs, Where things are thus repre- 
ſented, the typical kingdom of heaven, 
preceding the heavenly ſtate, is overlooked 
by them, life and immortality being their 
immediate object. No wonder then that 
this has occaſioned ſome divines to explain 
the kingdom of Chriſt in a ſpiritual ſenſe 
of the regeneration, obedience, and ſub- 
- ſequent reward of individuals: hence they 
5 | have 
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have omitted to remark, fully and expli- 
citly, ſuch paſſages as have reſpect to the 
temporal kingdom of Chriſt over the na- 


tions on earth: others, ſenſible of the uni- 


verſality of this kingdom on carth, ſtrain 
the ſcriptures to place the fall of Babylon, 
St. Paul's fulneſs of the Gentiles, and the 
reſtoration of the Jews in the millennium, 


before the ſecond coming of our Lord. 


But I muſt tell you, that there is yet, in 
the 2oth chapter of the Revelation, a two- 


fold coming of Chriſt, a two-fold judg- 


ment, and a two-fold reſurrection; and 


that the reign of the ſaints, for the my- 
{tical term of a thouſand years, is placed 
between them. The firſt judgment, in 
the 4th verſe, executed upon the Maho- 


metan Anti-Chriſt at the firſt coming of 
our Lord, reſembles the final one, and is a 


type of it. The reſurrection, in the ſame 
verſe, of the ſouls of them that were beheaded 


for the witneſs of Feſus, and for the word 
of God, and which had not worſhiped the 


beaſt, Mahomet, neither his image, the 


Turk, is to be taken in a figurative ſenſe of 
the revival of the ſucceſſors of the martyrs 


out of oppreſſion in the Mahometan king- 
doms, 
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doms, to a ſabbath of reſt on earth, for the 


myſtical period of a thouſand years *. 
'This 


* This reign is a ſabbath of reſt, and is called a 
thouſand years, to ſhew that the fix preceding days of 
the creation, as well as the ſeventh day, or ſabbath, 
do equally, in the hiſtorical account, ſtand for a thou- 
ſand years; which, in appearance, makes the dura- 
tion of the world ſeven thouſand years. We are now, 
according to the Hebrew account, but a little way 
advanced into the eighth century of the ſixth mille- 
nary ; nevertheleſs, as the judgment of Anti-Chriſt, 
the bondage of Satan, the diſſolution of his kingdom, 
and the allegorical reſurrection of the ſaints to a happy 
ſtate on earth, are ſimilar to the final ones at the ful 
end of the fix thonſand years; the fix thouſand 
years of the old world are, at the firſt judgment, re- 
preſented as paſſed away z and new heavens, and earth, 
and the new Jeruſalem coming down from heaven 
with the reſtitution of Paradiſe, are, upon that account, 
in the two laſt chapters, introduced in their ſtead ; and; 
as that ſtate is a type of heaven, it is intermingled with 
things belonging to the antitype. In reſpect to the 
antitype, it is repreſented as being free from fin, 
ſorrow, death, and all manner of evils ; therefore the 
wicked are excluded out of it, and the righteous are 
admitted into it, on the ſame terms as they will be here- 
after into heaven, at the end of the fix thouſand years. 
Theſe bleſſings, incompatible with this life, being in- 
termingled, as is common in typical prophecies, with 
others that plainly belong to a terreſtrial tate, ſuch as 
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his revival and deliverance of the faith- 
ful to the aforeſaid ſtate of peace and prot- 
perity, is called in the 5th verſe the firſt 
reſurrection, and muſt be looked upon as 


an earneſt of the general reſurrection, and 


of the reward of the juſt in the eternal 
ſabbath. The reſtoration of the Jews at 
the ſame period to their typical Canaan 
is, in like manner, by Ezekiel (ch. xxvii.) 
deſcribed under the figure of a reſurrection 
of dry bones: but the time of the coming 
of our Lord to deſtroy Anti-Chriſt, and 


to reſtore the kingdom to Iſrael, is con- 
cealed from man, and known only to God 
(Matt, xxiv. 26.). Therefore, when the 


apoſtles aſked our Saviour, after his reſur- 


the kings of the earth bringing their glory into the 
New Jeruſalem, &c. have occaſioned ſome of our 
commentators to explain theſe two laſt chapters of the 


heavenly kingdom, and others of the proſperous ſtate 


of the church on earth, during the thouſand years in 
which it ſhall reign with Chriſt, We are not to ſup- 
poſe that this reign will continue exactly a thouſand 


years; if it was, every one would know to a day when 


Satan ſhall be looſed out of his priſon z but any long 
ſtate of peace that will bring us near to the end of the 
ſixth millenary, will be ſufficient to anſwer the figure 
of the eternal ſabbath, 


rection, 
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rection, if he would at that time reſto 
the kingdom to Iſrael, he, in anſwer to 
their queſtion, and in reference to the 
concealed time of his coming to reſtore 
the kingdom to Iſrael, /aid unto them, It 
is not for you to know the times or the ſeaſons, 
which the Father bath put in his own power 
(Acts i. 6. 7.)——In further proof that the 
reſtoration of the Jews follows the judg- 
ment of the Mahometan Anti-Chriſt, I 
muſt obſerve, that the Þure part of the 
church of Chriſt (except the ſhort proſpe- 
rity of it in the reign of Conſtantine) has, 
from the beginning of Chriſtianity, been 
oppreſſed by the Pagan emperors, the cor- 
rupt church of Rome, and «the Maho- 
metans; and 1s, as you have ſeen, to con- 
tinue in the Eaſt, more or leſs, under the 
tyranny of the latter, till the coming of 
our Lord to deſtroy them: and till then, 
Jeruſalem ſhall be trodden down of the Gen- 
tiles, (the Romans and Mahometans) until 
the time of the Gentiles be fulfilled. Luke 
xxi. 24. From hence it appears, that our 
Lord can have no conſiderable kingdom in 
the Eaſt, but what is in ſubjection to his 
enemies, the Mahometans, Our Saviour, 
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pon the pouring out of the ſeventh vial, 
at the great day, you have ſeen, is ſaid to 
come upon them as a thief; and St. Peter, 
in his ſecond epiſtle, (ch. iii. 10.) tells us, 
the day of the Lord will come as a thief in 
the night, in the which the heavens will paſs 
away with a great noiſe, and the elements 
ſhall melt with fervent heat; the earth alſo, 
and the works that are therein, ſhall be burnt 
4p. Theſe words are generally underſtood 
of the diſflolutiorf of heaven and earth, to 
which they finally belong; but it is not 
unuſual in Scripture, to deſcribe great and 
terrible judgments in terms ſuitable to the 
final judgment: therefore, at this firſt 
judgment, reſembling the final one, the 
political heavens, earth, and evil works, 
of the Mahometan kingdoms, by the de- 
ſtruction of Anti-Chriſt and his army by 
fire, may be burnt up, as Sodom and 
Gomorrha was, by fire and brimſtone; but, 
to ſuppoſe a total diſſolution of the world 
and its inhabitants, what uſe will the new 
heavens, and new earth, wherein dwelleth 
righteouſneſs, be of, that directly follow the 
above judgment? they are not meant forever» 
Fang happineſs 1 in heaven, though a * 
0 
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of it. Iſaiah, in the lxvth chapter, deſcribes. 
it as a ſtate of joy to the reſtored Jews, and 
tells them, that they ſhall build houſes 
and inhabit them, and ſhall plant vine- 
yards and eat the fruit of them; they ſhall 
not, as hitherto hath been the caſe, build, 
and another inhabit; they ſhall not plant, 
and another eat: in ſhort, it is a ſtate on 
earth that will far ſurpaſs any thing that 
hath yet happened. And it is not the 
ſubſtance and form of the viſible creation 
that 1s to be renewed, but the figure and 
faſhion of the political world that will be 
changed, by the removal of the nations of 
Satan's dominions, for the introduction of 
Chriſt's kingdom of righteouſneſs, wrought 
by a new creation in the heart of man by 
the influence of the Holy Spirit. —— This 
manifeſt judgment of Anti-Chriſt pre- 
ceding the new heavens and earth, will 
have a mighty influence on thoſe that have 
eſcaped the divine vengeance, and-draw 
more proſelytes to Chriſt in eight or ten 
years, than it would by placing the whole 
thouſand years of his reign, for the con- 
verſion of the world, before his coming, 
as is common done. Our Lord is 

frequently 
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frequently repreſented as * quickly 
to deſtroy his enemies, at the beginning 
and concluſion of the Revelation; and the 
deſign of the epiſt les to the ſeven Aſiatick 
churches, is to arm them with conſtancy 
and perſeverance till that day comes. And 
{ure it would be a monſtrous contradiction 
to ſay 1n this book, that his ſervants ſhall 
reign a thouſand years before his coming 
and then, afterwards, aflure them of his 
coming quickly, to deliver them by the 
deſtruction of Anti-Chriſt; which, for the 
ſuddenneſs of his coming, at that period, 
1s compared to lightening, or to a thief in 
the night: but, if there be ſuch a forerun- 
ner of 1t as the millennium, and the com- 
mencement of it known, can it be faid, 
that he-will either come quickly, or like 
a thief, when every one will be advertized 
of it as the time of the thouſand years ex- 
pires, if taken literally? Beſides, as we 
are commanded to watch, is it not a dan- 
gerous doctrine to remove the evil day far 
from us, by placing the millennium be- 
fore Chriſt's coming, which, conſequently, 
would throw mankind too much off their 
guard, and * the great day upon them 


unawares? 
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unawares? Theſe difficulties are cut off, 
by placing the millennium, and the new 
heavens and earth, after the next coming 
of Chriſt, as Dr. Burnet, in his ſecond 
volume of his Theory, has done before 
me; but then he ſticks cloſe to the letter 
of St. Peter, conſumes the earth, and 
eres a new world out of its aſhes, and 
raiſes the martyrs from the dead to inha- 
bit it ; which, as Dr. Whitby has ob- 
ſerved, 1s nen with the goſpel pro- 
miſes. 

From what has bogs ſaid, it appears, that 
the reſurrection of the Witneſſes is begun 
in Turkey, through the aſſiſtance of the 
Ruſhans; and that the reformation and 
union of the Proteſtants, and the over- 


throw and converſion of the church of 


Rome, now at hand, muſt be effected, in 
the approaching general war, before the 
Chriſtian powers can unite in a perfect reli- 
gious war againſt the Infidels, repreſented 
by the ſeventh trumpet; which, accord- 
ing to the particulars of that war in the 
leven vials, and Daniel, is to terminate in 
the daſtructiou ot the Mahometan Anti- 
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Chriſt, by fire, at the coming of our 
Lord and his kingdom, in. the millennium. 
The variety of ſects that aroſe out of 
the Reformation makes it difficult to con- 
ceive, without a further perfect reforma- 
tion, how the church of Rome can be 
overcome and reformed; for, to ſuppoſe 
that they will be overcome by the Luthe- 
rans, Calviniſts, &c. they will then in 
courſe adopt their tenets, and be divided 
into ſectaries, contending with one ano- 
ther, as the Proteſtants have done; which 
will by no means agree with the deſcrip- 
tions given by the prophets, of Chriſt's 
kingdom of peace and righteouſneſs. To 
be reſtored to ſuch a kingdom as this, can 
only be effected by a general reformation, 
and union under the guidance and direc- 
tion of ſome powerful inſpired perſon, to 
whom the goſpel in its purity will be re- 
vealed, as it was to St. Paul. Such a one 
ſeems to be pointed out in the Revelation, 
as I ſhall ſhew in its proper place; and 1s 
by Malachi (ch. iv. v. vi.) promiſed under 
the name of Elias, to be ſent before the 
great and dreadful day of the Lord; and, 
as to his office, it is ſaid, he ſhall turn the 

beart 
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heart of the fathers to the children, and the 


heart of the children to the fathers, left I 


come and ſinite the earth with a curſe. 
Whoever this perſot 1 is, it is plain that he 
muſt appear ſome time before the great day 
to turn the hearts, not only of the Jews, 
but the hearts of the ſpiritual Iſrael; for 
he 1s to reſtore the Chutch, and prepare 
the way for the reſtitution of all things 
at the coming of our Lord, as will be ſeen 
hereafter. "Though -this appearance of 
Elias plainly precedes the great and dread- 
ful day of the Lord, in flaming fire, to 
deſtroy the Mahometan Anti-Chriſt, and 
is therefore, in the firſt verſe of this laſt 
chapter of Malachi, faid to burn like an 
oven, yet it is generally ſuppoſed to have 
been accompliſhed in John the Baptiſt, at 
his firſt coming in the ſpirit arid power of 
Elias. To rectify this miſtake, I muſt tell 
you, that there is to be an harbinger to 
prepare the way for our Lord's coming in 
glory, as well as there was at his firſt 
coming to preach the goſpel, and ſuffer 
for the world. Mr. Mede, Book I. Dif. 25 

informs us, that “ all the fathers, cred 
« St, Hieron, were of this opinion; and 
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« why we ſhould ſo wholly reje& it, as 
« we are wont to do, I ſee no ſufficient 
*« reaſon: for if the fathers erred concern- 
« ing the perſon and other circumſtances 
« of this Elias, yet it follows not but the 
6 ſubſtance of their opinion might be 
« true.” Though I differ from Mr. 
Mede in ſome things, yet I agree with 
him in this, and ſhall endeavour to con- 
firm it from the Transfiguration of our 
Lord on the Mount, and from his anſwer 
to his diſciples queſtion concerning the 
coming of Elias. Mat. xvii. 1. Aster fix 
days (from the diſcourſe had with his diſ- 
ciples concerning our Lord's coming in 
his kingdom, Mat. xvi. 28.) Jeſus taketh 
Peter, James, and John his brother, and 
brought them up intoan high mountain apart, 
2. and was transfigured before them; and 
bis face did fhine as the ſun, and his raiment 
was white as the light; 3, and there appeared 
ro them Moſes and Elias talking with him, 
of his deceaſe, which he ſhould accompliſh 
at Jeruſalem, Luke xix. 31. This Tranſ- 
figuration of our Lord, as appears from 
the ſecond epiſtle of Peter, ch. i. 16, 17, 
was intended to prefigure his future glory 
5 ; after 


( 35 ) 
after his reſurrection and exaltation, par- 
ticularly the glory of his ſecond coming to 
deliver the faithful, and to take vengeance 
of the ungodly, as foretold by the law 


and the prophets, here comprehended in 


his two Witnefles, Moſes, the law-giver, 


and Elias, the head of the prophets, 


that appeared with him-in glory. The 
Jews, it is well known, looked for a con- 
quering Meſſiah, and expected that Elias 
would come to anoint him; this not agree- 
ing with what his diſciples had ſeen in the 
mount, they, in the 11th verſe, ted, ſay+ 
ng, Why ſay the Scribes that Elias muſt 
firſt come? © Our Saviour, as Mr, Meds 
« obſerves, p. 98, rejects not the tradition 
of the Scribes concerning the coming of 
Elias, when the apoſtles objected it, 
„ though it were mingled with ſome 
„ falſhood, but corrects it only; for they 
% looked for Elias the Tiſhbite, but out 
Saviour admits it only of Elias in ſpirit:” 
therefore, in reference to his ſecond coming 
in glory, of which his Transfiguration 
was an emblem, he tells his diſciples, 
ver. 11. that Elias truly ſhall fit come, 
and reſtore all things. And, as John the 
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Baptiſt uſhered in his firſt coming in the 
ſpirit and power of Elias, he, in the follow- 
ing verſe, further informs his diſciples, 
that Elias is come already, and they knew 
Bim not, but have done unto bim whatever 
they liſted; likewiſe ſhall alſo the Son of Man 
Suffer of them, From hence we ſee, that 
our Lord's firſt and ſecond forerunners 
are each of them pointed out under the 
name of Elias. His firſt forerunner, John 
the Baptiſt, fareſhewed his paſſion and 
ſuffering: and though he came in the ſpi- 
rit of Elias, as foretold by the angel, 
Luke i. 17. yet he is by the prophets de- 
icribed under the appellation of a meſſen- 
ger, that was to prepare the way of the 
Lord, Mat, iii. 1. and by Ifaiah, xl. 3. 
by the voice crying in the wilderneſs, Prepare 
ye the way of the Lord, as alledged by all 
the KEvangeliſts. And as theſe places 
plainly belong to the firſt coming of Chriſt, 
the Baptiſt, in the firit chapter of St. John, 
and in the 12th verſe, denies himſelf to be 
Elias, ſpoken of by Malachi, ch. iv. 5. 
that was to come before the great day ; it 
being only applicable to the ſecond coming 

7 "$4 — 
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of our Lord to deſtroy his enemies with 
fire, 

This ſecond forerunner kin thus to 
come in the ſpirit and power of Eltas, to 
reſtore the church, and ſave many ſouls 
from the deſtruction of the great day, 
Mat. iv. 6. our Lord, in anſwer to his 
diſciples queſtion concerning this inſpired 
perion, tells them, as before mentioned, 
Mat. xvii. 11, that Elias ſhall come and re- 
ire all things. Mr. Mede obſerves, that 
theſe words our Saviour ſpake when John 
the Baptiſt was now beheaded, and yet 
ſpeaks of a thing future, Ehas ſhall come 
and reſtore all things, This muſt be a 
work of ſome years; therefore he further 
obſerves, that John the Baptiſt continued 
but a ſhort time, and that this reſtoring 
all things was not verified during his mi- 
niſtry, conſequently belongs not to the 
firſt, but. to the ſecond coming of our 
Lord, whom the heavens muſt receive until 
the time of reſtitution of all things, Acts iii. 
21. lf the time of reſtoring all things 
« be not till the ſecond coming of Chriſt, 
« how, as Mr. Mede remarks, could John 
the Baptiſt reſtore all things at the 

«« firſt? 
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( 38 ) 
6-.firſt? If the Maſter come not to reſtore 
all things till then, ſurely his harbinger, 
« Who is to prepare his way for reſtoring 
all things, is not to be looked for till 
6 then. ” : y 

Doctor Burnet. in his Theory of the 
Earth, vol. ii. c. 5. ſays, „I am willing 
« to admit, that Flas will come not with 
6s obſervation, no more than he did in 
« the perſon of John the Baptiſt; he will 
% not bear the name of Elias, nor tell us 
« he is the perſon that went to heaven in 
a fiery chariot, and is now come down 
« again to give us. warning of the laſt fire: 
« but ſome divine perſon may appear be- 
fore the ſecond coming of our Saviour, 
as there did before his firſt coming, and 
« by giving a new light and life to the 
“ Chriſtian doctrine, may diſſipate the 
« miſts of errors, and aboliſh all thoſe 
little controverſies amongſt, good men, 
« and the diviſions and animoſities that 
«« ſpring from them; enlarging their ſpi- 
„ rits by greater diſcoyeries, and uniting 
« them all in the bonds of love and cha- 
« rity, and in the common. ſtudy of faith 
and perfection. Such an Elias the pro- 
0 phet 


( 39 ) 1 
«. phet ſeems to point at; and may he 
« come, and be the peace-maker, and 
% prepare the way of the Lord.“ 
If we conſider the ſeveral attempts that 
have hitherto been made, in vain, to unite 
the Lutherans, Calviniſts, and the Epiſco- 
pal church of England, and the many un- 
happy diviſions of the Proteſtant church 
in general, and the unchriſtian lives of 
many of its profeſſors, that have long been 
a hindrance to the further progreſs of the 
Reformation, and the converſion of the 
Jews; it will convince us, both of the rea- 
ſonableneſs and neceſſity of the appearance 
of ſome extraordinary perſonage, inveſted 
with power from heaven, not only to give 
new light and life to the Chriſtian doc- 
trine, but to put an end to our diviſions, 
juſt before or at the appointed time for the 
fall of Popery; for then will party diſſen- 
ſions ceaſe, and the Lamb's company on 
Mount Sion, ch. xiv. 1. repreſenting the 
reſtoration of the church by Elias to its 
primitive purity, be ſoon encreaſed, and 
become a formidable army to carry on his 
wars for the faith; which, together with 
the preaching of the goſpel in its purity to 
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all nations, will be attended with the re- 
formation of the church of Rome, the 
converſion of many of the Mahometans; 
and the deſtruction of thoſe that perſevere 
in their infidelity till the coming of our 
Lord with his holy angels.——1 think I 
have, in theſe laſt lines, given you the ſub- 
ſtance of the ten firſt verſes in the xivth 
chapter of the Revelation; and, by way 
of introduction to what I have further to 
obſerve of them, mult tell you, that the 


hiſtory of the church and her enemies, 1s 


again brought down in the xiith and xiiith 
chapters, with the addition of ſome freſh 
particulars, from the apoſtolick age, to the 


overthrow of the Greek empire by the 


Turks, the eighth and laſt head of the 
beaſt, ch. xvii. 11. After this, St. John, 
at the appointed time for the fall of Popery, 
and the Ottoman empire, has a view of the 
church reſtored to its primitive purity, in 
the following viſion, ch. xiv. 1. And J 
looked, and lo a Lamb flood on Mount Sion, 
and with him an hundred forty and four 
thouſand, having his father's name written in 
their foreheads. This viſion of the reſtored 
church to the apoſtolical purity, can only 

be 


69 
be effected by Elias, who, you have ſceny 
is ſaid to reſtore all things. 

It is deſcribed according to the circum- 
ſtances of the mother church of the Jews, 
and is therefore repreſented by the Lamb, 
Chriſt, ſtanding on Mount Sion, with a 
thouſand years of every tribe, which, 
when multiplied by 12, makes up the 
hundred and forty-four thouſand that have 


God's ſeal of approbation on their fore- 


heads. 

To carry on this reſemblance of the re- 
ſtored chutch with that of Chriſt's, formed 
out of the Jewiſh nation, and the diſper- 


ſion of the goſpel afterwards amonegit the 


Gentiles, we are here to ſuppoſe, that the 
church will again, upon the appearance 
of Elias, be reſtored to as perfect a ſtate 
as ever it was in the time of the apoſtles, 


in ſome conſiderable kingdom; and from 


thence (as will appear from the 6th verſe) 
be diſperſed, as it was from Jeruſalem into 
all other kingdoms; for it muſt have a 
beginning at ſome one time and place. 
In the three next verſes we have a de- 
{cription of the Proteſtant church, which 
follows, according to the ſeries of hiſtory, 
G the 
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the fall of the Greek empire by, the Turks, 
but is placed after the reſtoration, of the 
church by Elias to the apoſtolick purity, 
becauſe the errors and defects of the Re- 
formation, as well as all other churches, 
are to be rectified by i it, and the world i in, 
time converted to it, as will be ſeen after 
the following repreſentation of the Pro- 
teftant church. 2. And I heard à voice 
from heaven as the voice of many waters, 
and as the voice of a great thunder; and t 
heard the voice of. harpers bar ping with 
their harps : 3. And they ſang, as it were 4 
new ſong before the throne, and before the 
four beaſts, and the elders; and no man could 
learn that ſong, but the hundred and forty, 
and four thouſand which were redeemed from 
the earth. 4. Theſe are they which were 
not defiled with women, for they are vir- 
gins: theſe are they which fallow the Lamb 
whereſoever he goeth: theſe were redeemed 
rom among men, being the firſt-jruits unta 
God, and to the Lamb. 5. And in their 
mouth was found no guile : for they are 
without fault before the throne of God. 
The whole Proteſtant church, on account 
of the multitude of its members, 1s repre- 
| ſented 


. 

ſented by the ſounding of many waters, 
thunderings, and voices, and of harpers 
barping with their harps,” after the man- 
ner of the temple ſervice (it being common 
for the prophets to deſcribe the ſpiritual 
worſhip from it), and ſinging as it were a 
new ſong of praiſe before the throne of 
God; andthe figurativerepreſentationof the 
true church in heaven, denoted by the four 
beaſts and elders, ch. iv. but as the Pro- 
teſtants never arrived to the original purity 
of the apoſtolick church, it is ſaid of 
them, that out of the aforeſaid great num- 
ber n man (i. e.) no church, ſect, or pa 
among them, could learn that new ſong 


(the 


* The church of Chriſt continued to ſing this ſong 
in perfection till the beginning of the fourth century; 
for, after the judgment of Heathen Rome, deſcribed 
in the language of the great day in the latter part of 
the vith chapter, the church directly following it is, 
ch. vii. 4, 5, &c. repreſented in its purity by an hun- 
dred and forty- four thouſand ſealed Jews, in the ſame 
manner as is the reſtored church by Elias. After this, 
the Gentile church is deſcribed in the gth verſe by a 
great multitude, which no man tould number, of all na- 
tions, kinareds, and people, and tongues, flanding before 
che throne, and before the Lamb (Chriſt), clothed with 
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(the true and genuine Chriſtian worſhip), 
but the true reformed by Elias, after the 
pattern of the converted Jews, denoted by 
the hundred and forty-four thouſand, 


which were redeemed from the. earth. 


; yobes waſhed 1 white with the blood of the Lamb, as de- 


ſcribed in the 14th verſe, To this period of Conſtan- 
tine's reign, the church has all the marks of purity ; ; 


but not long after we find, ch. xii. xiti. xiv. in ano- 


ther deſcriptzon of the church, when the world was 


come more into it, that they began to perſecute one 
another on account of their differences in opinion; 


ond from that time the church gradually declined, both 
in the eaſtern and weſtern parts of the Koman empire, 
by the growing pride and ambition of the eccleſiaſticks, 
till its purity was more and more corrupted by the ſu- 
perſtitious practices of the church of Rome: from 
theſe corruptions our Reformers, in the ſixteenth cen- 
tury, in a great meaſure. delivered us; and had they 
'then arrived to the full knowledge and perfection of 
the primitive church, we ſhould not, in all probabi- 


lity, have had ſo many modes of worſhip es aroſe out 


of it, and are now amongſt us. The werld, I will 
venture to ſay, will never be converted, as Chriſtianity 
ſtands divided and corrupted ; but when the goſpel is 


reſtored to its original ſtate by Elias, and the ſeveral 


churches upon the fall of Popery are united, then the 
grand obſtacle will be removed, and many Deiſts and 
Mahometans will be converted during the fall of the 


Ottoman Babylon, and after it the reſt of the world; 


Gear judgments being made manifeſt to them. 


Theſe 


( 45 ) 


Theſe perſons, in alluſion to the mother- 
church of the Jews, are further deſcribed 
as not having defiled themſelves with wo- 
men, i. e. with whoredom, or ſpiritual for- 
nication ; theſe pure Chriſtians, in faith 
and practice, follow the Lamb where- 
ſoever he goeth; theſe were redeemed out 
of the world, being the firſt- fruits unto 
God and the Lamb; i. e. they were dedi- 
cated to God, as the firſt- fruits were un- 
der the law; and being ſuch as had in 
their mouth no guile, they are without 
fault before the throne of God. Here is 
a deſcription of a church, reſtored to the 
purity of that of Chriſt's formed out of 
the Jewiſh nation, and to as high a ſtate, 
by the grace of God, as it can be on earth; 
and the next ſtep that is taken is to ingraft, 
if poſſible, all nations into the true olive 
tree, by the preaching of the goſpel, 
as was done by the apoſtles, and is de- 
ſcribed as follows. 6. And I Jaw another 
angel fly in the midſt of heaven, having the 
everlaſting goſpel ta preach unto them that 


dwell on the earth, and to every nation, and 


kindred, and tongue, and people; 7. Saying 


bi 4 loud voice, Fear Goa, and give glory 
70 
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( 46 ) 
to him, for the hour of his judgment is come; 
and worſhip him that made heaven and earth, 
and the fea, and the fountains of waters. 
The church, after it is reſtored to its ori- 
ginal purity by Elias, for a pattern for all 
nations to follow, the diſperſion of the 
everlaſting goſpel by his ambaſſadors, 
from the kingdom he appears in, is here 
repreſented by the flying angel, ſignifying 
that it will be effected with great ſpeed; 
and as the fall of ſpiritual Babylon is to be 
accompliſhed by the preaching of the pure 
word, and by God's judgments upon all 
that attempt to oppoſe it, the angel, to 
command attention, calls aloud to the in- 
habitants of the carth, to Fear God, and 
give glory to bim, for the bour of bis judg- 


ment is come, &c. 


The Proteſtant churches, and others 
that. are independent of the court of Rome, 
we may ſuppoſe, will in general ſoon re- 
ceive this further Reformation. The 
houſe of Bourbon is now ſeemingly pre- 


dlitpoſed to put down the power of the 


Pope: there are alſo many pious perſons 
ot the church of Rome, that lament her 
corruptions, and will be glad, when the 

| truth 
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truth is once brought to light, to take the 
firſt opportunity of ſhaking them off; but 
others, for. political reaſons, as well as the 
zealous adyocates for the Papacy and the 
religious orders, will diſregard the. above 
threats, and make-wer with the Lamb, and 
the Lamb ſpall overcome them (ch. xvii. 14.) 
when they will be, forced to ſubmit to the 
Great Reformer, wha declares their fall; 
and that of the Mahametans, under the 
name of Babylon, in the following verſe: 
8. And there followed another angel, ſuying, 
Babylon is fallen, is fallen, that great city, 
becauſe ſhe made all nations drink: of the 
wine of ber fornication. The. foregoing 
angel (repreſenting the ambaſſadors. of the 
Great Reformer) that had the everlaſting 
goſpel to. preach, told us, that the hour 
of God's judgment was come; ſo that the 
preaching of the goſpel to the members 
of Babylon in particular, and the wars 
upon her, denoted: by the hour of God's 
judgment, will be followed ſoon after, and 
put in execution by the Victorious Refor- 
mer, and his converted allies: therefore 
he is here deſcribed as following his am- 
baſladors, under the character of another 

angel, 
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£48 ) 
angel, publiig the fall of Babylon, &c. 
Our Saviour's firſt forerunner, John the 


Baptiſt, foreſhewed his paſſion and ſuffer- 


ing; but his ſecond will come like our 


Lord himſelf, in majeſty, and as a con- 
queror, as well as in the ſpirit and power 
of Elias, to reſtore the church: and, as he 
receives. his commiſſion from above, and 
perſonates our Lord, he is in the two firſt 
verſes of the xviiith chapter repreſented as 
an angel coming down from heaven, having 
great power; and the earth was lightened 
with his glory, and he cried mightily with a 
Arong voice, ſaying, Babylon the great is 
fallen, &c. The fall of Babylon, which 
he declares in both places, and ſpeaks of, 
for the certainty of the event, as already 
accompliſhed (after the manner of the an- 
tient prophets that had foretold the fall of 
literal Babylon by Cyrus, Iſaiah xxi. 9. 
Jer. v. 17.), ſhews that it will be effected 
chiefly by force of arms, and God's judg- 
ments, particularly on the Eaſtern branch 
of Babylon, denoted in the two following 
verſes in the xivth chapter, ver. 9. And 


_ the third angel followed them, ſaying with a 


loud voice, any man wor ſhip the beaſt and 


TELE his 


Ca 


bis image, and receive his mark in bis fore- 
Bead, or in his hand; 10. The fame ſball 


drink of the wine of tbe wrath of God. 


<ehich is poured out without mixture into the 
cup of his indiguation; and be Shai be tor- 
mented with fire and brimſtone, in the pre- 
ſence of the holy angels, and in the preſence 
of the Lamb. The fall of Babylon, pro- 
claimed by the angel in the preceding 
verſe, includes the fall of Popery, and 
the Mahometan, kingdoms. After. the 
former is overcome and . reformed, the 
united Chriſtians i In one faith will join in 
fore ſhewn; and as 1 war, condutted "4 
our Lord's forerunner, is to terminate at 
the coming of our Lord with his holy 
angels, ir is here declared by the third 
angel, hat whoſrever pays obedience to the 
beaſt (Mahomet) and his image (the Turk), 
and recerves his mark in his forehead, or in 
bis hand, i. e. the ſigns of the Mahometan 
faith, ſuch as holding up their right hand 
in their conftſion, and wearing turbans on 
their foreheads; the ſame ſhall be liable 
to the molt fearful judgments of God, re- 
preſented under the figure of drinking the 
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4 
wine of the wrath of God, &c. and of being 
tormented with fire and brimſlone in the pre- 
Jence of the holy angels, and in the preſence 
of the Lamb, when he comes to deſtroy 
Anti-Chriſt®:, and as this is followed by 
a typical ſtate of heaven, it is ſaid in the 
12th and 1 3th verſes, Here is the patience 
of the e here are they that keep the 
commandments of God, and the faith of 
Feſus. ver. 13 3. And I heard a voice from 
heaven, ſaying unto me, Write, Bleſſed are the 
dead which die in the Lord, from henceforth: 
yea, ſaith the ſpirit, for they reſt from their 
labours, and their works do follow them. 
The deſtruction of the Mahometans, in 
the 1oth and 11th verſes, at the coming 
of our Lord with his holy angels, and the 
reward of the ſaints that have fuffered un- 
der thoſe Infidels, are deſcribed in the 
words of the final judgment of the wicked, 
and of the final reward of the righteous: 
but as the martyrs that die in the Lord, or 
for the Lord, in the 13th verſe, are not 
t) receive their conſummate, happineſs till 
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4 * It is not every. individual worſhiper of the beaſt 
chat is deſtroyed, but only the army of the Mahome- 
£4115, as appears ſrom chap. xix. 19, 20, 21, ona 
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the general reſurrection at the end of 
the millennium, their reſt from their 
labours from -henceforth, i. e. from the 
deſtruction of Anti-Chriſt, can only 
be accompliſhed in their name and ſtead, 
by a figurative reſurrection of their op- 
preſſed ſucceſſors in the millennium; 
therefore it is ſaid, ch. xx. 6. Bleſſed and 
holy is he that hath part in tbe firſt reſur- 
reftion : on ſuch the ſecond death hath no 
power ; but they ſhall be prieſts of God, and 
of Chriſt, and ſhall reign with bim a thou- 
ſand years. In further confirmation of 
this, I muſt again obſerve, that the world 
in a figure ends at the firſt judgment with 
Daniel's fourth monarchy, and Satan's 
kingdom, and that the emblem of the 
eternal ſabbath begins in the millennium; 
The Mahometans, therefore, in alluſion 
to the final judgment of Gog and Magog 
by fire, ch. xx. 8, 9. are ſeemingly caſt 
into the lake of fire and brimſtone at the 
firſt judgment. This judgment at the 
coming of our Lord, you will obſerve, i; 
both here, and in the 2oth chapter, con- 
fined to the Mahometans, as is the refur- 
rection to the martyrs, who have ſuffered 
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( 323 ) 
under them; but as it is only adeliyerance 
of their ſucceſſors out of oppreſſion, the 
ſeventh trumpet, ch. xi. 15. is followed 
with the converſion of the world, as is the 
marriage of the Lamb with his ſpouſe the 
church, ch. xix. 7. after the fall of the 
Ottoman Babylon, without any appear - 


ance of a reſurrection. Our Lord erects 


his empire out of the ruins of the Maho- 
metan kingdoms; and his judgment exe- 


cuted upon their confederate armies, as 


before deſcribed, muſt havea great influence 


. over the Infidels that have eſcaped the di- 


vine vengeance in Turkey, Perſia, India, 
Arabia, Tartary, Morocco, Tripoly, Tu- 


nis, Algiers, &c. and draw more proſe- 


lytes to our Lord, than the deſtruction of 
the ſuppoſed Anti-Chriſt, the Pope, in a 
Chriſtian country could poſſibly effect; and 
is no ſmall argument why the great Anti- 
Chriſt is permitted to reign in the Eaſt, 
that his deſtruction by our Lord, not far 
from Jeruſalem, might be made manifeſt 
to the Jews, and the reſt of the Maho- 
metan nations that are to be converted 
way the Gentiles. St, Paul, Romans 
25. tells us, that blindneſs in part 1s 
happened 


( 53 ) 
bappened to Iſrael, till the Fulneſs' of the 
Gentiles be come in (i. e. till the aforeſaid 
period of the converſion of the Maho- 
metan and Gentile world, when the Jews 


will behold him whom they have pierced, 
and lament their former obſtinacy. Zach, 


xii. 10. Rev. i. 7.) And forall Ifradl 


ſhall be ſaved, (i. e. called and put into a 
ſtate of ſalvation) as it is written (Ifaiah 
Jlix. 20.) there ſhall come out of Zion the 
Deliverer, and ſhall turn away ungodlinęſi 
From Jacob. The Chriſtian church, de- 
noted by $20n, you have ſeen, 15 to be re- 
ſtored in ſome conſiderable kingdom to its 
ancient purity by Elias, at the appointed 

time for the fall of Popery and the Tur- 

kiſh empire. The reformation of the 

Romaniſts, and the conyerſion of the 

Jews, will probably begin as a pledge in 
that kingdom, and afterwards ſpread abroad 

into the world, as it was at firſt, from Je- 
ruſalem. This Reformer of the church, 

that is endued with great power, and en- 
lightens the earth with his glory, like our 

Lord, and in his judicial and prophetick 
characters declares the fall of Babylon, 
ch. xviii. 1, 2, is ſtiled the deliverer by St. 

Paul, 
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Paul, the Redeemer that ſhall come. to 
Zion by Iſaiah, and Elias by Malachi, 
and our Saviour, as before ſnewn. He is 
to turn the hearts of the children of Iſrael 
to the fathers, during the fall of the Ma- 
hometary Babylon, which is to be com- 
pleated by the deſtruction of Anti-Chriſt 
at the coming of our Lord, whom the bea - 
vens muft receive until the times of reſtitu- 
tion of all things, Acts iii. 21. This re- 
ſtitution of all things to the Jews, and the 
univerſality of Chriſt's kingdom, as ſpoken 


of by all the prophets, follows, you ſee 


here, as well as in ſeveral other places in 
icripture, the above judgment; and as 
Elias is by our Saviour appointed to reſtore 
all things, Mat. xvii. 11, he, after Zion 


is redeemed with judgment, comes in 


triumph to it, to collect, reſtore, and in- 
ſtruct the Jews in that part of the world 
in the knowledge of the truth, and turn 
away ungediineſs from Facob. 

The long diſperſion of the Jews, and 


their return, is deſcribed by Hof. ili. 4, 5. 


a» follows: The children of truth ſhall abide 
many, days without a king, and without a 
prince, and Without & ſacriſice, and without 

«is 


Ci) 


an image, and without an epbod, and with- 


out a ſeraphim. Afterwards ſhall the cbildren 


of 1ſrael return, and ſeek, the Lord their God, 
and David their king, and ſhall fear the 
Lord and his goodneſs in the latter days. 
Amos tells us, ch. ix. 11. that God will 
in that day raiſe up the tabernacle of David 
that is fallen, and cloſe up the breaches 
thereof, and will raiſe: up bis rums, and 
build it as in the days of old. The Meſſias 
is often called David, the King of the 
Jews, as; being the perſon that was to 
{pring from his loins, and in whom all the 
ptomiſes made to David, concerning the 
perpetuity of his kingdom, were to be ful- 
filled; and he, the King of kings, will 
probably, in a glorious manner, reign 
over the Jews with a ſceptre of tigliteouſ- 
neſs, in his repreſentative Elias; and as he 
is to reſtore all things, it muſt be furtlier 
ſuppoſed, that our Lord will; call them 
home by him: aud when the "_ trum s- 


ln the ackeription of the — 3 Rer. 
xxl. xxii. there is no temple, the ceremonial law be- 
ing aboliſhed by Chriſt ; but the city will be rebuilt in 
as great ſplendour as in the days of old, under David 
and Solomon. 
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pet of ſummons ſhall be blown, Tome of the 
Jews are deſcribed by Iſaiah ch. xxvii. 
12, 13. as dropping in one by one; but 
in ch. Ixvi. 20. and other places, they are 
repreſented as returning in companies, aſ- 
ſiſted by the Gentiles. - The Gentile 
Chriſtian kings and ſtates will probably 
not only facilitate their return from their 
countries, but, for the honour and glory of 
God, contribute largely with their ſubjects 
towards the pious work of rebuilding the 
city of the Great King, for the then cho- 
ſen people of God in Chriſt, and for the 
further increaſe of his kingdom in the 
millennium, by their aid in ſpreading the 
everlaſting goſpel, reſtored to its primitive 
purity, among the remnant of the uncon- 
verted: Mahometans and Gentiles, to the 
uttermoſt part of the earth. 

Should TI run this to a greater length, i it 
„ not be read by many; therefore 1 
ſhall reſt what I have ſaid upon the viſible 
ſigns of the reſurrection of the Witneſles, 
under the protection of the Ruſſians, and 
of the appearance of Elias, now at hand, 
to reſtore the church; when the fall of 
Popery and the Ottoman empire will be 

evident 


4 

evident to all; and, till then, my name 
muſt be a ſecret. And, in the mean time, 
I offer this as an introduction to a full ex- 
planation of the Revelation; and hope it 
will be examined with candour by thoſe 
that are acquainted with the prophetic 
ſtile; for, to others, I fear the greateſt part 
of the Revelation that 1s already fulfilled, 
as well as what 1s not, will appear as a 
ſealed inexplicable book. And though I 
have not ſufficient knowledge to unfold all 
the types, and ſearch into the depth of the 
prophetical predictions; yet, the accom- 
pliſhment of the events will ſhortly prove, 
that I have hit upon the true ſenſe of ſome 
of them; and I ſhall ſubmit the reſt to the 
judgment of the diſcerning reader, 
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SINCE this was written, nothing has 
happened in the ſeveral engagements be- 
tween the Ruſſians and the Turks, but 
what leads to the forwarding the further 
riſing of the Chriſtian Witneſſes, upon the 
arrival of the Ruſſian fleet and tranſports 
to thoſe provinces and iſlands where they 
abound. 

The Chriſtians are now, by the Turks, 
according to our papers, threatened with 
deſtruction for what they have done; and, 
it is to be feared, that their willing diſpo- 
ſition to join and aſſiſt the Ruſſians, will 
prove to be the cauſe of the maſſacre of 
many of them. I pity their ſituation; and 
God grant that he may, by the power of 
his grace, ſtrengthen their faith, and ani- 
mate their courage to fight mantully un- 
der the banner of Chriſt, againſt that of 
Mahomet, till they are exalted out of the 
power of the Turks into the tenth part of 
their empire. 

The Ruſſians, at this time, are ſaid to 
be in full march to Conſtantinople. The 

| K feventh. 


( 62 
ſeventh trumpet, repreſeating the wars of 
the united Chriſtians after the fall of Pope- 
ry, is ſaid, ch. xi. 14. to come quickly after 
the event of the Witneſſes, which, in all 
probability, will be- finiſhed in two cam 
paigns, or leſs; conſequently the reforma- 
tion of the Church, and the fall of Popery, 
as deſcribed in the Treatiſe, muſt be ef- 
fected with great ſpeed, to carry on quickly, 
taken literally, the wars of the ſeventh 
trumpet, which, you have been told, are 
particularized by the ſeven laſt vials of 


God's' wrath. Now, as the fifth vial of 


this war is, ch. xvi. 10. poured out upon the 
{eat of the Beaſt, the Grand Signior, the 
taking of his capital in it, by the above 
united powers, proves that the Ruſſians 


muſt, in courſe, fail in their attempt againſt 
that city, and conqueronly at preſent what - 


is allotted to the Witnefles, before the ſe- 
yenth trumpet begins to. ſound. The 


judgments of God are now on the earth 


to call us to repentance; and the ſigns of 
the times will leave us no room to doubt 
of the accompliſhment of the eyents in this 
book, though we cannot, at preſent, fully 
comprehend the manner in which they 
will be effected. FA LITE 
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